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Photos courtesy of Laura Schroeder

Laura Schroeder, standing, wore the hijab (head covering) while teaching two classes in Kabul, Afghanistan, last
month. Men in her classes said they appreciated the gesture. The two women who attended said nothing in class.

Former Vale resident
enjoys eye-opening trip

By Rick Nelson
The Enterprise

T ots of us like to travel, but former Vale resident

I LawaSchroeder is ready, willing and able to go

-LJthe extra miles.
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Part of the old Kabul city wall was visible as Schro-
eder rode to the water ministry in an armored vehicle.

Schroeder, a Class of'69 Vale
High grad, has parlayed her ex-
pertise in water issues into a side-
line that calls for visiting places
not on a standa¡d tourist itinerary.
The Portland-based attorney re-
cently returned from three weeks
in Kabul, Afghanistan.

"What I did inAfghanistan was
teach two different classes, public

administration and governance, to
people in thei¡ water agencies,"
Schroeder said.

She has this specialized knowl-
edge because ofher law practice,
where the slogan is "We Do Ev-
erything Water." And she can
teach. Schroeder taught in Nyssa

Please see Kabul, Page 4

ing that sensitivity.
"But they wouldn't shake

my hand because, culturally,
men a¡en't supposed to touch
women," she said, "so having
the covering they expect in their
culture and their religion really
helped."

Sch¡oeder said that, by the
men, she \Mas "accepted and lis-
tened to and debated and ques-
tioned just as I would be in the
IJ.S.''

rWith the womeq both of
whom were well-educated, it
was another matter.

"In the classroom situations,
they did not speak up at all,"
Sch¡oeder said. "Because they
were with a bunch of men, they
didn't speak up or ask a ques-
tion. They didn't interact with
me at all. Only when the men
left would they talk with me or
ask questions."

Schroeder didn't say how she

thinlcs she would fa¡e in such a

culture.
Her husband, Scott, wasn't

keen on the fip in the frrst
place, but would she go back?

"Of course," she said. "I
loved it. In fact, I'm working to
arrange a frip to Jordan."
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and at Treasu¡e Valley Com-
munity College before getting a
law degree.

She accepted the Afghani-
stan assignment on a contract
through the U.S. Agency for
Intemational Development.
Sch¡oeder has been to Europe,
Mexico, China and Russia and
the forrner Soviet republic of
Armenia.

Though well-traveled, "This
is first time I've been to a place

that is so war tom," Schroeder
said.

"It's my first trip to a counûry
where I had a guy with a ma-
chine gun following me all the
time," she added with a laugh.

One day - while she was
teaching at the water ministry
- there was a bombing near her
residential compound.

"It wasjust a couple ofstreets
over from the compouùd," she

said. "It was a suicide bomber,
which is ,very cornmon there.
Fortunately, I was gone be-
cause, when there is a bombing,
they have lockdowns where no

one goes or comes for foru or
five hours."

While her sightseeing was
limited, she did get out of the
compound to go to the ministry
and to markets and other sites.

"I felt very safe," Schroeder
said. "The driver and the body-
guard weré both armed, and we
were in an armored vehicle. We
were out on the sfreet occasion-
ally, and I didn't feel worried.
The guys who get out in more
remote areas, I think they're in
a lot more danger.

"In Afghanistan, the danger
is either kidnapping or suicide
bombing. With suicide bomb-
ings, you're just in the wrong
place at the right time. So they
try to keep us out of those kinds
of places."

In fact, sixAmericans, includ-
rng a 2í-year-old female diplo-
mat were killed þ militants in
two attacks on Saturday, April 6.

Despite pll the secwity con-
cerns, Schroeder said she en-
joyed being exposed to Afghani
culture. She liked the food, and
she liked the people.

"People of the Moslem faith
are kind and generous," she

said. "Hospitality is very im-

portånt to them. They make an

effort to make sure you feel
welcome,"

Schrôeder's expertise in wa-
ter law and administration was
no doubt welcome as well.

"In Kabul, the water system
was built for 2.5 million people,
and there are more than 5 mil-
lion people ttrere," she said.
"People go with their jugs and
buckets, mostly kids and wom-
en, and they can spend half their
day getting lvater."

Sch¡oeder's students includ-
ed deputy ministers in the gov-
emment. Two women, one in
each class, also attended.

"I was hired for this because I
was a lvoman," Schroeder said.

"They (USAID) wanted awom-
an to teach and have these Mos-
lem men be exposed to a \Moman

who was educated. I was a little
concemed that I wouldn't be
listened to or respected, but that
wasn't the case at all."

Nonetheless, there were sig-
nificant cultural differences.

Schroeder had the foresight
to buy what is considered ap-
propriate attire for a woman in
Afghanistan, and some of the
men complimented her for hav-
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